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Title: Creation and Providence (DD-3)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the essential Christian distinctives.

Introduction

In our studies of biblical doctrines, we are presently considering the orthodox distinctives or essential Christian distinctives – distinctives which are essential to the Christian faith. Already we have considered the principle of authority and the doctrine of the Trinity. Now we move to the 3rd: God’s work of creation and providence.

SECTION 3: GOD’S WORK OF CREATION & PROVIDENCE

I. 
GOD’S WORK OF CREATION

A. Many today deny God’s work of creation. They deny that God created the universe & everything in it – in the way described in Genesis 1&2.

B. However there are two kinds of evolutionist - the 1st, is  “Non-theistic evolutionists”.

1. These people believe that nobody created matter and in a sense it is eternal. Moreover they believe that through various chemical reactions of lifeless matter, came the simplest life form, the single cells w/c through billions of years evolved into complex life forms i.e. plants, animals, man. Thus for a non-theistic evolutionists, nature has virtually become “god & creator”. “God” & nature has become indistinguishable.

2. It is obvious that anyone who embraces this error cannot be a true Christian – Heb 11:1-2,3, 6; Rom 1:25 (READ).


C. 
But then there is another kind of evolutionist -  “Theistic evolutionists” 

1. They try to blend together the theories of evolution with the biblical teachings of creation. They do not believe that matter is eternal, but that God created it. Moreover, they believe that God created all life forms, they did not by change create themselves. But how did God do it? Just as the evolutionist say it happened. Through various chemical reactions, the simplest life form came into being, & this evolved into more complex life forms including man.

2. However, this is not the biblical teaching. And it is impossible to reconcile the teachings of evolution with the creation account given in Genesis.

a. The book of Gen. tells us that God created the world in the span of six days, & that God created man on the sixth day.  

· But how do we know that the “day” in Gen 1 refers to a literal day? Because God Himself describes what “day” means in the Gen account to mean a literal day – Gen 1:5,8,13,19,23,31 (READ).  Man did not evolve from the simplest life form through billions of years.

· And this is further buttress by the Gen 2 account where Moses deals specifically w/ the creation of man - Gen 2:7,21-23 (READ).
b. The rest of the Bible takes Gen 1&2 as a historical account of creation, not as a myth. Mt 19:3-6; Lk 3:23-38; 1Cor 11:8-9; 1Tim 2:13; Acts 17:22-31; Rom 5:12-15 (READ).


3. To embrace theistic evolution is to deny an essential teaching of the Bible because that teaching will destroy the whole message of the gospel 

a. For if man is just the highest stage of evolutionary process, then why does man need salvation or redemption?  Why should man be blamed for his uncivilized conduct?

b. But if man and everything were created perfect and man fell into sin and brought God's creation under a curse, then indeed man needs salvation and redemption. 

D. Therefore, we must not recognize as Christians those who hold to the teachings of evolution. And I would also urge you to guard your children against the poisoning effect of this teaching.

II. 
GOD’S WORK OF PROVIDENCE


A. 
Many do not only deny God’s work of creation but also God’s work of providence

1. During the apostolic era, their where those who were called Epicureans. & they completely denied the immanence of God. They believe that the world is like a big machine & that the gods, though they existed, had no influence on human affairs. Therefore, man was basically on his own, he is the master of his soul & the captain of his destiny.

2. Now this philosophy of life is still very much alive today in deism. Much like the Epicureans, the deist believes that the world is like a huge clock. God made it & then set to run on its own. Thus God now has very little involvement in human affairs. God is not the God who controls providence. He is simply watching us from a distance.

B. But this view is greatly mistaken. God is involved and controls providence.

1. Explicit Texts:

a. Mat 10:29 (READ) – God’s involvement and care over His work of creation is so extensive that it includes even the seemingly insignificant bird – the sparrow.

b. Acts 17:24-28 (READ) – Everything we have comes from God, even our breath. And God controls global events like the boundaries of our habitation.

c. Ps 104  (READ)– In all aspect of life, God is intimately involved.

d. Pro 19:21 (READ) – man can make plans but here is no certainty that it will come to pass. Ultimately, it is the counsel of the Lord that will stand. 

e. Pro 16:9 (READ) – note the intended contrasts “path” and “steps”. We can only plan the general course of our lives, and even that he cannot be sure will come to pass. But the Lord directs every step we take on the way.

f. Pro 21:1 (READ) - picture graphic. Just as ancient farmers opened and closed water gates to control the flow of irrigation, so God’s sovereign will directs the hearts of kings. And if this is true of kings who have absolute power and authority, how much more ordinary individuals.

2. Graphic Examples:

a. Gen 50:20 (READ). Although Joseph’s brothers meant evil against Joseph because they were jealous and hated him, God still purposed it to come to pass in order to accomplish His wise and gracious purpose.

b. Isa 10:5-16 (READ) - Assyria was like a club in the hands of the Lord to strike and punished Israel. And although Assyria does not know this and it even boasted about its success, and yet God was the one behind Assyria’s success. It was just like a club in the hands of the Lord to strike Israel.

c. Ac 4:27-28 (READ) - This does not mean that the people were not guilty for what they did – they were. And yet what they did was according to the plan and will of God who controls everything that will come to pass.

C. Now this truth is an essential teaching of the Scriptures and anyone who denies this cannot be regarded as Christian. 

1. And one what grounds do I say that? Acts 17:18, 22-31 (READ)- Paul here is preaching evangelistically. And he takes a frontal attack at the Epicurean and stoic philosophies and views of God. Now clear from Paul’s statement is that those who do not view God as the God of creation and providence is guilty of a damning ignorance. Therefore, unless they repent of that culpable ignorance, they will perish in their sins. 
2. Therefore, anyone who consciously denies God’s work of providence cannot be regarded as a Christian. Regardless of what their claims might be, they are damningly ignorant of Him who is the True and Living God. This is true of the founding fathers of U.S. Not Christians, but deists.

3. So are the Arminians then to be considered as heretical? No. 

a.
For their rejection of God’s providence is only partial, not total. Therefore, they are still to be regarded as Christian. 

b.
However, their partial denial is also very serious. It is a little leaven that leavens the whole lump of dough. 

4. And this is also what I fear about many Charismatics in our day.  
a.
Why do Charismatics crave for miracles? Because, for many of them, God is only intimately and powerfully at work when He does a miracle. However, they do not see that even in the ordinary events is life, God is still intimately and powerfully at work. Mt 12:38-39 (READ).

b.
And the danger here is when Charismatics sees that most present day claim of miracles are nothing but gimmicks, then they end up being deists because they were never train to see God’s involvement in the ordinary workings of providence. 

Conclusion: So here is another essential Christian distinctive: God’s work of creation & providence. Let us embrace it. Continue to believe in it. And valiantly seek to defend it.

